
 

 

Sunday August 23, 2026 
 

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Leave-taking 
of the Dormition. Martyr Lupus, servant of St. Demetrius of Thessalonica. 
Hieromartyr Irenæus, Bishop of Lyons. Ss. Eutychius & Florentius, of 
Nursia.  St. Callinicus, Patriarch of Constantinople. 
 

Schedule: Hours - 9:10am; Divine Liturgy - 9:30am; Memorial 
Litya (Victor & Tatiana Andrej) - 11:30am; Fellowship 

3rd Hour:  Kenneth Snyder ● 6th Hour:  Eleanor Herman 
Epistle:  Rdr. Matthew Lubecki ● Post-Communion:  Samantha Lopez 

Last Sunday Attendance:  205 • 2025 Average Attendance: 197 

His Eminence MARK, Archbishop of Philadelphia & Eastern Pennsylvania 
 

 V. Rev. Stephen Vernak, Pastor   Rdr. James Kushlan, Choir Director 
Rt. Rev. Daniel Kovalak, Attached  Eleanor Herman, Parish Council President 
Dn. John Shingara, Attached  John Dotsey, Treasurer  

 

OUR "WHY" - To experience and share Christ's love so that 
everyone we encounter finds healing, purpose, and eternal life. 
 
 

H e has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the 
LORD require of you - but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly with your God?  - Micah 6:8 

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR 
ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Orthodox Church in America ● Diocese of Eastern Pennsylvania 
5501 Old Locust Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109 
 WWW.CTSHBG.ORG ● office “at” ctshbg.org 

Office Tel:  717-652-1825 

Welcome to our Visitors!  
Interested in learning more?  

Scan this QR Code or complete a  
Visitor Card (located on the candle desk) 



 

 

Hymns & Readings 

 

TROPARION, RESURRECTION, TONE III – Let the heavens re-
joice!/ Let the earth be glad!/ For the Lord has shown strength with 
His arm./ He has trampled down death by death./ He has become the 
first born of the dead./ He has delivered us from the depths of hell,/ 
and has granted to the world//great mercy. 
 

TROPARION, DORMITION OF THEOTOKOS, TONE I – In 
giving birth thou didst preserve thy virginity./ In falling asleep thou 
didst not forsake the world, O Theotokos./ Thou wast translated to life, 
O Mother of Life,//and by thy prayers thou dost deliver our souls from 
death. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 

KONTAKION, DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS, TONE II 
– The grave and death could not hold the Theotokos,/ who is sleepless 
in her intercessions/ and an unfailing hope in her mediations./ For, as 
the Mother of Life,/ she was translated unto life,//by Him who dwelt 
in her ever-virgin womb. 
 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen 
 

KONTAKION, RESURRECTION, TONE III – On this day Thou 
didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One,/ leading us from the gates of 
death./ On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices;/ with the Prophets and 
Patriarchs//they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 
 
 

PROKEIMENON, RESURRECTION, TONE III – Sing praises to 
our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
V. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 
 

PROKEIMENON, SONG OF THE THEOTOKOS, TONE III – My 
soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
EPISTLE (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) – Brethren, I declare to you the gospel 
which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I 
preached to you – unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you 
first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen 
by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five 
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the pre-
sent, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, 
then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by 



 

 

one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am 
not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward 
me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11 Therefore, whether 
it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 
 
ALLELUIA VERSES – In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to 
shame!  Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me!  
Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the Ark of Thy sanctification! 
 
GOSPEL (Matthew 19:16-26) – At that time, one came and said to Him, 
“Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal 
life?” 17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good 
but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the com-
mandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall 
not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ 
‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father and your moth-
er,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”  20 The young man 
said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I 
still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow Me.” 22 But when the young man heard that saying, 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 Then Jesus 
said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When His disciples heard it, they 
were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus 
looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” 
 
INSTEAD OF ‘IT IS TRULY MEET’ – The Angels, as they looked 
upon the Dormition of the Virgin,/ were struck with wonder,//seeing 
how the Virgin went up from earth to heaven. * The limits of nature 
are overcome in thee, O Pure Virgin:/ for birthgiving remains virginal, 
and life is united to death;/ a virgin after childbearing and alive after 
death,//thou dost ever save thine inheritance, O Theotokos.  
 

COMMUNION HYMN – Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise 
Him in the highest!  I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the 
Name of the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 
 

 



 

 

Upcoming Services & Events 

Tue, Aug 25:  OCCGH Board Meeting – 7pm 
Wed, Aug 26: Bible Study (Zoom) - Noon; Vespers - 6:30pm;  
Choir  Rehearsal & Confession 
Fri, Aug 28:  Vespers – 6:30pm (Beheading of St. John) 
Sat, Aug 29: BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST.  Divine Liturgy –
9:30am at Holy Apostles, Mechanicsburg; Potluck; Vespers – 5pm; Confession 
Sun, Aug 30: Hours - 9:10am; Divine Liturgy - 9:30am; Fellowship 

3rd Hour:  Jennifer Howanetz ● 6th Hour:  Gregory Howanetz 
Epistle:  John Constantine ● Post-Communion:  Janice Zuro 

 

 

Parish News 

Notes from Parish Council: August Donations: $700 Orthodox Christian 
Fellowship; $500 St. Mary Orthodox Church 125th Anniversary (St. Clair); 
$450 Morning Star Pregnancy Center; $450 Jubilee Ministries Ongoing Do-
nations: $500 to missionaries Jesse and Juanita Brandow (Guatemala); $250 to 
Ancient Faith Radio; $250 to Orthodox Christian Mission Center’s Support a 
Mission Priest program; Completed Projects: Church Flooring Project; 
Church Office Upgrades Approved/Scheduled Projects: Regrading & 
Drainage Improvements (in progress); Upper Window Tinting; Air Duct Clean-
ing Announcements: Perrydell Ice Cream Truck – Sunday, Sept 13; Keith 
Leader elected VP of parish council; Second Liturgy Status - delayed as we 
continue to seek a priest; Save the Date: Retreat with Abbot Sergius - Sat, Sept 
26; Vestibule Iconography Donation Opportunities - see Fr. Stephen; Fellow-
ship Hour: Volunteers needed. Meals do not need to be complicated. Start-
ing Sept we will have a “pot-luck” fellowship the final Sunday of the month. 
See M. Sharon Shingara for details. 
 

Thank you: To all who participated in the FOCUS Backpack program this 
summer!  All the packs were delivered last week to the contact person at 
Central Dauphin School District & they were very appreciative of our continued 
support.  God bless you for your generosity! 
 

Basket Raffle Donations: Are now being accepted for the annual raffle at 
the Slavic Plus Food Fest. Gift cards & cash donations will be gladly accepted. 
Please see Alice Mallick. 
 

Mission Planting Committee: The CTS Mission Planting Committee will 
meet on Sat, Sept 12 from 9:30 – 10:30 AM. The location is to be deter-
mined — check back for updates or contact Nicholas Fresco for details. 
 

Children’s Education Ministry Registrations: Church School, 
please visit scan the link to register your children. • St. Ita 
Homeschool Co-Op Registration, please scan the link to 
register your children.  Both registrations can also be found 
on the Parish Weekly Email.  

 

Trivia Night:  Tue, Sept 15 on the hall patio (weather permitting) for a “40th 
Night” celebration.  All trivia questions will be taken from the 8 years of 
archives.  If you are not part of a current team, come & join one or create a 
new team! Enjoy snacks, drinks, desserts & lively trivia.  Social starts at 
6:30pm & trivia begins at 7pm.  Questions, see Jay or Sheri Africa.  



 

 

Orthodoxy 101: Re-booting on Sat, Sept 12 at 3:30pm in the church. Sign
-up via the parish email or see Fr. Stephen. 
 
Fellowship Hour Sign-Up List: Visit the “Parish Resources”  
tab on our website (www.CTSHBG.org) or scan the QR code.  
Þ Aug 23:  Preciado, Kennedy, Bondira 
Þ Aug 30:  Gebre, Tesfazion, Abebe, Ghebreghiorghis 
Þ Sep 6:  Zeppuhar, *3 more families needed* 
 

Parish Prayer List 
 Names will be listed for 2 weeks unless requested. List edits coming soon!  

NEWLY DEPARTED [40TH DAY]: Eleanor Steve (sister of Dottie Dimoff) 
- Aug 18 [9/26];  Steve Sipos (friend of Beth & Ken Lenker) - Aug 17 [9/25]; 
Fr. John Charest - Aug 11 [9/19]; Mark Rodak - Aug 3 [9/11];  James Krut - 
Aug 2 [9/10]; Wayne (co-worker of Rdr. Jim Kushlan) - July 29 [9/6]; Lecia 
Peters (family friend of Beth & Ken Lenker) - July 20 [8/28]; Richard 
Varhula (cousin of Paul Hadginske) - July 18 [8/26]; John Rainville (brother-
in-law of Beth & Ken Lenker) - July 18 [8/26]; Tatiana Andrej (Anastasia 
Preciado’s mother) - July 15 [8/23];  
 

ANNIVERSARIES OF DEPARTED:  Joe Krajsa, friend of Larry Smith & 
our choir, Aug 23 – 19th; Rita Telep, cousin of Ann Cole, Aug 23 – 18th; 
Joyce Reba, mother of Joe, Aug 23 – 2nd; Peter Starinshak, father of Eliza-
beth Hancher, Aug 24 – 42nd; Jaqueline Rapso, cousin of M. Theodora, Aug 
24 – 12th; Gloria Maliniak, Aug 25 – 6th; Michael Demchak, brother of Su-
zanne, Aug 26 – 8th; Lucille Koloski, mother of Mary Ellen Osuch, Aug 26 – 
16th; Michael Kanoff, Sr., Aug 26 – 34th; Dorothy Rodak, aunt of +Barbara 
Norato, Aug 26 – 11th; Wiera Sandovich Bakowska, St. Maksym’s grand-
daughter & relative of the Ressetars, Aug 26 – 5th; Jacob Yatcilla, grandfather 
of Eleanor Herman & Marie Reba, Aug 27- 38th; Vera Hays, godmother of 
Josh DiFlorio, Aug 27 – 1st; Stephen Polansky, father of +Carl, Aug 28 – 
53rd; Barbara Burkett, aunt of Courtney Newcomb, Aug 28 – 16th; Jane Vol-
scko, Aug 29 – 8th; Aleksy Kurylo, husband of +Helen, Aug 29 – 52nd; 
Charles E. "Sut" Wevodau III, husband of Joanne, Aug 29 – 6th; Nicholas 
Essis, Aug 29 – 4th;  
 

AILING - PARISHIONERS: Noelle (J. Zane’s daughter); Herman (Richard) Hall;  
FAMILY/FRIENDS: Kristine (neighbor of the Kennedys); Lori, Mary Ellen, 
Tom, child  Kennedy Ann, Patty & Doug (family & friends of K. Pankiw); Den-
nis (father of S. Firestine); Jeannie (neighbor of K. Leader); Elizabeth 
(godmother of A. Preciado); Gary DiClemente (Lorie’s husband); baby Paxton 
(friend of H. Kushlan); Hannah (sister of E. Romain); Marilyn (sister of S. Afri-
ca); Marko (friend of the Reba & Mikita families); Jen (friend of the Kennys); 
Eileen (friend of the Mallicks); David (friend of C. Kemp); Linda (friend of Di-
Florios); Tais (niece of D. Fedetz); George (uncle of Elise Mosser); Galya 
(grandmother of I. Snyder); Weldie & Dawit (friend & brother-in-law of Yorusa-



 

 

lem); Becca & Brian (B. McNamara's sister & father); George (brother of J. Ma-
may); Steuart (brother of L. Smith);  Michael, John & Elaine (brother & friends 
of B. Drozd); Denise, George, Nancy, Walt & Jerry "David" (friends of B. 
Keener); Alexandra (sister of B. Kuchta); Beto & Barbara (family of C. Preci-
ado); Robert; Milzna (friend of the Ressetars); Michael (brother of G. Wood-
bridge); Ann (sister of J. Schilling); Elena (friend of A. Preciado); Ray & Wendy 
(M. Deamer’s parents); Aleasia (family of J. Wevodau); Constantine; Joanne & 
Steve (Hisiro family & friends); Gregory (brother of K. Kuchwara); Zachary (F. 
Skirpan’s son); Jerry, Travis & Bonnie (colleagues & cousins of G. Goss);  Sa-
mantha & Natalie (friend, family & godchild of E. Herman); Michael (father-in-
law of C. Velott); Blaise & Dori (family of Nora & Jennifer); Lori (sister-in-law of 
J. & N. Schilling); Presb. Marina Thornburg (Nora's Goddaughter); John 
(brother of J. Barn’s coworker); Dennis Patrick (nephew of D. Bupp); M. Olga 
Klembara (Larissa & Anita's aunt); Joan & Kim (friends of  J. & A. Cole); Han-
nes & Anne (family of R. Rieck); James, Jean, David, Irene, Pastor Charles, 
Mary & Edwin (family & friends of the Leers); John (brother of + J. Krut); 
Grace, Karen, Lois & Rich (J. Mamay's sisters & friends);  Lynn (Himes daugh-
ter-in-law); Shirley (L. Pawlush's mother); Janice (J. Zuro & G. Leer’s aunt); Lin-
da (M. Sharon’s mother); Ronald & Mary (family of S. Kellachow); Flora (T. 
Gault’s mother); Bernadine, Lonnie & Fred (Osuch family); Fr. Theodore Pul-
cini; Melanie; Cathy, David, Scott, Lisa, Phil, Maia, Mike, Jess, Beverly, 
Jonathan, Bev, Alynda, Tina, Mark, Jenny, Alicia, Shelby, Jessica & Jim 
(family & friends of the Kushlans); Sue, Ron, Lori, Curt, Vera, Cassi, Mother 
Karitina, Alexander, Anastasia, Saulo & Theodore (Lopez friends & family);  
 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING: Those suffering from natural disasters. All vic-
tims of Sickness, Terror, War, Violence, Racism, Injustice & Civil Strife; 
Metropolitan Paul & Archbishop John of Aleppo held hostage by Syrian Terrorists; 
for the suffering people of Israel, Palestine, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Ukraine, Haiti & Afghanistan, 
especially our citizens & soldiers who are in harm’s way; PARISHIONERS: Dn. John & 
Mat. Sharon (Xenia) Shingara; Joan Dupkanick; Christine Velott; Nathan 
Brown; Sophia Kellachow; Sarai Hanna; Sandy Wood; Mike Zuro; Shoa 
Afrassa; Linda Kalenevich; John R. Barns; Nora Lubecki; Ken & Ita 
(Stephanie) Snyder; John Schilling; Loretta Ivanoff; Judy Mamay; Eli Mioff; 
Symeon Jekel; Bahliby K.; Denny Bupp; M. Theodora; Effie Spaseff; Kris-
ten Hertzler; Katherine Kuchwara; Johnna; Samantha Lopez; Brigit (Gail) 
Goss; Mary Ellen Osuch; Natalie Treece; Evan M.; John “Jack” Sweikert; 
Joseph Sembrot; Birikit & Hannah Zerat; Jeanne Zane; Katherine Kudelko; 
M. Ap. Daniel & M. Myra Kovalak; Lazarus (Jonathan) Dunnavent; Kathryn 
Kellachow; Sue Wolfe; Donna & Daniel Bretz  HOME-BOUND./CARE FACILI-

TIES: Terry Drebot; Nicholas Demopoulos; Elizabeth (Libby) Hancher; Robin 
Kuzupas; Millicent Russell  EXPECTANT MOTHER(S): Madisyn Kenny; Kayla 
(Elizabeth) Fresco; Chicory (Snyder) Biers; Amy Costello; Aaliyah (Elizabeth) 
Frey; Ashlee Ramirez; M. Tatiana Rutz; Emily Romain;  Stephanie (Matrona) 
Keoseyan; and the children to be born of them; Marta Halushko; Laura Lubecki, 



 

 

Iryna Pototska and the children born of them  COLLEGE STUDENTS: Asier Araya; 
Adriel Armstrong; Nicholas Demopoulos; Olivia Drozd; Ezra Esayas; Aali-
yah Frey; Arun Gopinath; Sarai & Tressa Hanna; Shawn Jacob; Eilene 
Deng-Kellachow; Faniel & Flimon Kesete; Evan Mosser; Ava Pankiw; Mol-
ly Pylypciw; Gordon Rieck; Emma Rjepaj; John Romain; Melat Tesfay; Si-
em Tesfay; Zoe & Sophia Vernak; Cassandra Zart; Tenley Jo Zeppuhar; 
Ashley; David; Dave; Noah; Peter  MILITARY & CIVIL SERVANTS: Magnus 
Plante; Nikita (Matthew) Williams; Evgeny (Owen) Williams; Tivadar (Chip) 
Stambaugh; Ryan; Artem; Alexander; Valery; Conrad; Daulton; Shawn; 
Benjamin; Rdr. Vladimer; Abel; Jacob; Gabriel; Matthew; David; Michael; 
Peter; Sean; Ian; Zachary; Josiah  FAMILY & FRIENDS:  Jacob (family of D. 
Fedetz & C. Kemp); Deb (sister of Donna Bretz); M. Mary Reynolds;  Marge 
(friend of B. Lenker); Ap. Vladimir & M. Suzanne Aleandro; Jim (G. Beckley's 
brother-in-law); Pauline (N. Somple’s mother); John, Laura, Mark & Vera 
(family of Libby); Tatiana & Elliette (friends of A. Preciado); Stephanie (sister 
of J. Howanetz); Simeon (family of S. & J. Africa); Randy, Jane, Jackie, Bruce, 
Connie, Helen, Rob & Jody (family & friends of the Mallicks); Pieter, Stepha-
nie, Denise & Cam (friends of the Kushlans); Alexis & children (family of D. 
Hisiro);   Marie, Nancy & Laura (family & friends of E. Herman); Bonnie, 
Thalia, Colton & Ron (family of Donna Bretz); Ronda & Tom (family of S. 
Demchak); Mike (brother of D. Pawlush); Michelle (friend of M. Reba);  Maria 
(friend of M. Theodora); David (brother of Larissa & Anita); Bill (C. Yerke’s fa-
ther); Christine (sister-in-law of the DiFlorios); Steve G. (friend of J. McGreevy);  
Jean & Robert (aunt & friend of Rdr. Leo); Anne (sister-in-law of R. Rieck); Mat-
thew, Ed, George, & Terry (family & friends of J. Mamay); Vicki, Ron & Scott 
(friends of the Pankiws); M. Natasha Lazor & Cindy (friends of M. Myra); 
Rosalie; Abby, David & Dawn (cousins of Chet); Tom, Fran, Drake, Alexa, 
Kveta, Phillip, Cindy, Leticia, Leida, Willie, Elliana, Timothy, Jessica, Ame-
lia, Edgar, Landon, Theodore, Sofia, Evangelia, Zoe, Ryan, Stacey, Bryan, 
Andrew, Priest Demetrius Nicoloudakis, Megan, Jacob & family, Georgia, 
Maria, Blake, Dimitrios, child Evangelia, Martha, Nicholas, Jack, Samuel, 
Christian, Steve, Juan, Isaac, Anna Maria, Samuel, Faye & Jon (family/
friends of  S. Lopez)  OCMC MISSIONARIES:  Jesse & Juanita Brandow - Mat-
thew (Guatemala)  SEMINARIANS: (STS) Sbdn. Jacob & Mariana Kurtz - Luka , 
Noah, & Magdalena;  (summer intern)  CATECHUMENS: Rudelle Kerests; Sara Pipa; 
Nicholas Jones;  Matthew & Britt McNamara; Wesley, Ashlee, Enoch & 
Emmeline Ramirez; Gabriel Fischer; Hunter Reigel; Tyler Swann; Jason 
Torres; Zach Ward; Matthew Romain; Benjamin Taylor; Jordan & Sarah 
(Roesch) Bonder; Josiah Shelly; Callum Shelly; Magnus Plante; Ryan Mich-
ener; Michael Peffer; Luke Guyer; Mary (Gianna “Gigi”) Kulp, Brad & Shellie 
Reigel; Jared, Amber, Rose, Kira, & Ace Habecker; Gabriel Bryson; Luke 
McCorkel 



 

 

Many Years!  
Please submit names and dates to office “at” ctshbg.org  

 

Anniversaries:  Kidane Ghebremichael & Freweini Tewolde - Aug 
23; Jeffrey Antosh & Grace Firestine-Antosh – Aug 23; Lydia & Gary 
Mantle – Aug 23; Tim & Tatum Kenny - Aug 23; William & Dana    
Kenny – Aug 24 (30th); Merhawi Tewoldemedhin & Luam                 
Ghebreghiorghis – Aug 26; Fr. Daniel Kovalak - Aug 27 (Ordination) 
 

Birthdays: Nathan Fitsum - Aug 18; Joey Martin - Aug 23; Karin 
Smith - Aug 23; Jerry White – Aug 25; Gabriel Fischer - Aug 25; Gary   
DiClemente – Aug 26; Melissa Snelbaker - Aug 26; Rachel (Howanetz) 
Hazerjian – Aug 27; Benjamin Coles – Aug 28; Daniel Coles – Aug 28 
 
 
 

Candle Offerings 
To reserve, please see a vestryperson 

 

7  Day Votive is offered in Memory of Joseph, John, & Michael    
Demchak, brothers of Suzanne 

 

JULY 2026 - Financial Summary 
 Month Year YTD Over/

Under Budget 
 Actual Budget Actual Budget 

Income 46,483.98 37,695.00 397,163.30 303,685.00 93,478.30 
Expenses 66,608.52 35,076.00 412,142.02 339,054.00 73,088.02 

Net (20,124.54) 2,619.00  (14,978.72) (35,369.00) 20,390.28  

   

JULY 2026 - Financial Summary 
 Month Year    

Tithes/Stewardship 34,798 333,313    

Operating Expenses 
(excl. fundraising) 

59,596 370,900 
 

  

Net (24,797) (37,587)    

Tithe as a % of Operat-
ing Expenses 58% 90% 

   
      

Note: Church Flooring replaced in July    


