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COME RECEIVE THE LIGHT will broadcast the following program next Sunday from 8 am. To 8:30 

am. on AM 720—Tune in... 
������������%HJLQQHUV�*XLGH�WR�3UD\HU²)DWKHU�0LFKDHO�.HLVHU�
Have you ever struggled with your prayer life? Have you ever wondered how to make your prayer 

life meaningful? Be sure to listen when Fr. Chris and Emmy speak to Fr. Michael Keiser, author of A 

Beginner’s Guide to Prayer, the Orthodox Way to Draw Closer to God, as he will focus on making 

prayer a meaningful and regular part of our daily lives. 



Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.  Praise befits the just. 
 

Entering the Church (Late)  

The time to arrive at church is before the service starts, but for some unknown reason, it has become the custom 

— or rather the bad habit — for some to come to church late. If you arrive after the Divine Liturgy begins, try 

to enter the church quietly — and observe what is happening. If the Epistle or Gospel is being read or the Little 

or Great Entrance is taking place, wait until it is finished to quickly find a seat. If Father is giving the sermon, 

stay in the back until he has concluded. If in doubt, check with one of the ushers to see if it is a good time to 

seat yourself. Try not to interrupt the Liturgy with you entrance. By the way, the best way to avoid this problem 

is to arrive on time — then you don’t have to wonder if it’s okay to come in or not. People who come late to the 

Liturgy should not partake of the Eucharist! 
   

Seeing the "other" as a fellow human being: A reflection on the Middle East crisis by 

Archpriest Leonid Kishkovsky 
 

As this is written, we are observing with anguish the violence in the Middle East. The military forces of Israel are in 
confrontation with Hezbollah in Lebanon and with Hamas in Gaza and the West Bank. Cities in northern Israel are hit by 
rockets fired by Hezbollah from southern Lebanon. Throughout Lebanon cities are under aerial bombardment by Israeli 
military airplanes. In Lebanon and Israel the dead and wounded are civilians, women and men and children.  
 
When the Middle East spiraled into a new cycle of violence in early July, I was in Amman, Jordan, participating in a 
conference hosted by Prince Hassan of Jordan (the brother of the late King Hussein, and uncle of the present King 
Abdullah). The theme of the conference was “Promoting Political Participation as an Alternative to Extremism.” My role 
was to represent the World Conference of Religions for Peace. The other participants were diplomats and representatives 
of foundations and institutions in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East.  
 
It was my task to draw attention to the “religious factor” in social and political life. Just the simple fact that the world’s 
population is approximately six billion and approximately five billion are members of religious communities suggests that 
the religious communities and religious values are unavoidably a serious factor, and either contribute to extremism or offer 
alternatives to extremism.  
 
The violence in the Middle East is an urgent and alarming reality, with no just resolution in sight. It is not right that the 
citizens of Israel, both Jewish and Palestinian, are under threat of bombardment and terrorist attacks. It is not right that 
the people of Lebanon and the Palestinian Authority are under threat of air strikes. When violence is directed against 
Israel by Hamas and Hezbollah, the innocent suffer. When violence is directed against militants and extremists by Israel, 
the innocent suffer.  
 
It is obvious that offering political solutions or strategies is usually not in the competence of churches and religious 
communities. It is in our competence, however, to insist on the value of human life, on the importance of mercy and 
compassion, on the urgent need to see the “other” as a fellow human being. In other words, it is the task of churches and 
religious communities to confront hatred and prejudice, to offer insistently the insight that the suffering of the “other” is not 
something to rejoice over, but something to grieve over.  
 
And perhaps this is the spiritual strategy which will be the beginning of the road leading away from the cycle of violence, 
whether in the Middle East, or the Balkans, or Africa, or anywhere in situations of fear, suspicion, and conflict. Only the 
recognition of our common humanity can show us the way to the recognition of the presence of the living God among us.  
 
With regard to the Middle East there is another issue which is of concern to Christians, and should be of concern to all. 
The story of the past fifty years has been the story of a declining Christian population in the region, due to emigration. In 
the confrontations between Israel and the Arab populations and states, there is less and less space for Christians, since 
more and more of the space is occupied by Muslims and Jews. The Christian presence in the Holy Land, therefore, is 
likely to become a custodianship of holy sites, rather than the presence of living Christian communities.  
 
While this can appear to be a matter of concern for Christians only, it is in reality something which affects the future of the 
Middle East region and its people, whether Jewish or Christian or Muslim. If the Christian population continues to dwindle, 
it will mean that the Jewish and Muslim communities will eventually be left as the only religious communities in Israel and 
the Arab States, respectively. This is not promising for the creation and maintenance of societies in which alternatives to 
extremism are promoted. Two religious communities are likely to be in confrontation, while three communities have a 
greater possibility of interaction.  
 
We pray that all those who look to Abraham as their father – Jews, Christians, and Muslims – will offer the world a sign 
that their common spiritual origin is not a cause for conflict, but an invitation to recognize in each other and in every 
human being the image and likeness of God.              Fr. Leonid Kishkovsky 

�
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The goal of reading is the application, in our lives, of what we read.  Not to learn it by heart, but 

to take it to heart.  Not to practice using our tongues, but to be able to receive the tongues of fire 

and to live the mysteries of God.  If one studies a great deal in order to acquire knowledge and 

to teach others, without living the things he teaches, he does no more than fill his head with hot 

air.  At most, he will manage to ascend to the moon using machines.  The goal of the Christian 

is to rise to God without machines. 

Elder Paisios the Athonite�
�


